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This newsletter provides an update to Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation        

membership regarding the First Nation’s claims under Canada’s Specific 

Claims Policy.   We have retained Maurice Law Barristers & Solicitors as 

our legal counsel to assist us in pursuing our Specific Claims.   

 

What is a Specific Claim?   

 “Specific Claims” arises from the failure of the Her Majesty the 

Queen in Right of Canada to fulfil its legal obligations to First Nations 

arising from historical Indian treaties, the Indian Act or other agreements 

between First Nations and the Crown. 

  Under the Specific Claims Policy, a First Nation submits its claim 

to the Crown by way of a “claim submission” detailing the factual basis of 

the claim and the specific legal allegations against the Crown.   

 Canada then has three and a half years to assess the Claim      

Submission to determine whether, in Canada’s opinion, the claim  dis-

closes an outstanding “lawful obligation” owed by the federal govern-

ment to the First Nation.  If Canada’s assessment concludes that the 

claim discloses an “outstanding lawful obligation,” the First Nation and 

the Crown enter into settlement negotiations to determine the compen-

sation owed to the First Nation. 

 If a claim is rejected for negotiation, the First Nation can proceed 

by way of litigation through the Specific Claims Tribunal (the “Tribunal”) 

and introduces timelines for the assessment and negotiation of specific 

claims.   The Tribunal is an independent adjudicative body that has the 

power to issue monetary settlements and issue binding decisions.  It is 

presided over by Federal Court judges with specialized experience in   

Aboriginal law claims.  Limitation defenses cannot be relied upon by Can-

ada to defend a claim.   
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Describe your location by landmark or area of town. 

Treaty Benefits or “Cows & Ploughs ” 

What is the Treaty Benefits Claim?  

Claim Status 
 Legal counsel has re-

tained a historian to undertake 

the necessary historical re-

search to prepare an expert 

report.   

 The report will examine 

the making of Treaty 6 and the 

Crown’s promises to provide 

agricultural assistance.  It will 

also assess the relationship 

between Ahtahkakoop and 

Canada and will analyze the 

government’s records con-

cerning its commitment to  

fulfilling agricultural benefits   

under Treaty 6.   

 

The historian will determine:  

1) what benefits, if any, the 

Crown provided to 

Ahtahkakoop during the tran-

sitional period after we ad-

hered to Treaty 6;  

2) when the benefits were pro-

vided; and  

3) an examination of the quali-

ty of the benefits provided to 

Ahtahkakoop. The expert    

report will be finalized on     

November 20, 2018.    

 Legal counsel has com-

pleted the legal research to 

form the legal basis of the 

claim and anticipates that they 

will have the claim submission 

filed by November 30, 2018.   

 The Treaty Benefits Claim relates to the Crown’s failure to fulfill 

the benefits owed to Ahtahkakoop under the terms of Treaty 6.   

The 1876 Treaty Benefits included: 

 • Payment for twine and nets; 

 • Articles, such as tools, seed and livestock, to be supplied 

  to each band for the encouragement of the practice of 

  agriculture; 

 • Items to be provided to the Chief, for the benefit of the 

  band, including a horse, harness, and a wagon or cart; 

 • Assistance in the case of famine or pestilence; and 

 • Annual payments for three years for the purchase of pro

  visions to assist in cultivation. 

 The Claim will assert that the intent of providing the promise of 

these benefits under Treaty 6 was to promote economic development 

and self-sufficiency for Ahtahkakoop. The agricultural provisions                  

promised in Treaty 6 were intended to assist us with transitioning into an 

agricultural way of life, due to the disappearance of the buffalo, but              

Canada didn’t live up to its promises. 

 

Cows & Ploughs - Next Steps  

 Legal counsel will draft a Specific Claim submission for filing with 

the Specific Claims Branch.  There are three parts to the submission:  

 1.  The historical report completed by the historian;  

 2.  The legal submission completed by legal counsel;  

 3.  The document collection completed by the research depart-

      ment at Maurice Law.   

 Maurice Law is currently working on completing the claim                 

submission.  From the time of filing, in the spring of 2019, Canada will 

have three and a half years to accept or reject the claim for negotiation.  

If rejected, legal counsel will file a Declaration of Claim with the Specific 

Claims Tribunal.  
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Who is Maurice Law?  

Maurice Law Barristers & So-

licitors is Canada’s first – and 

only- Indigenous-owned       

national law firm.   Established 

in 2002, they serve their  pre-

dominantly Indigenous         

clientele on a variety of 

matters.   

The most substantial aspect of 

their practice is advising and 

advocating for First Nations in 

relation to Canada’s Specific 

Claim process.  Their team of 

lawyers have extensive experi-

ence acting for clients across 

Canada in pursuing claims   

under Canada’s Specific Claims 

Policy and for advocating on 

behalf of their clients at the 

Specific Claims Tribunal.   

Maurice Law, through their 

extensive experience in the 

negotiation and litigation of 

Specific Claims and has an ex-

cellent track record in    

achieving beneficial results for 

their clients.   

In addition to Specific Claims 

they also provide legal         

services in relation to govern-

ance matters, trusts, employ-

ment, administrative law,  

constitutional litigation, tax, 

and secured lending.   

They have offices in Calgary, 

Saskatoon, Winnipeg, Ottawa 

and Vancouver.  

  

It is important to note that, to date, no Treaty 6 First Nation has settled a 

Cows & Ploughs claim.  We will be sure to keep membership   apprised of 

material developments in relation to the matter.   

 If Ahtahkakoop receives compensation in relation to the Treaty 

Benefits Claim we, as a community, will determine how this will benefit 

Ahtahkakoop, for both present and future membership.   

 We note that legal counsel cannot guarantee an amount of      

compensation or success in relation to the claim as each claim is as-

sessed on its own merit.  In addition, with a possible change in govern-

ment in the fall of 2019, it is uncertain if the claim will be accepted for 

negotiation.  If we must litigate, there is a risk that compensation will be 

$0.  Legal    counsel will take all necessary steps to move aggressively and 

in Ahtahkakoop’s best interests.  

 

Other Potential Specific Claims  

Aboriginal Veterans  

 Maurice Law is currently in the process of conducting preliminary 

research in relation to a potential claim against Her Majesty the Queen in 

Right of Canada, relating to loss of reserve lands owing to the Veterans’ 

Land schemes (ca. 1917 to 1960). These schemes may have impacted    

reserve lands of Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation. 

 During the First and Second World Wars and the Korean War,           

Canada passed legislation designed to give veterans with farming skills 

access to good-quality, well-located agricultural lands for purchase, along 

with loans to get their farms started. Indigenous veterans’ inclusion in 

these schemes was complicated by a number of legal issues, which the 

Crown partly resolved in a way that caused the Bands to suffer a loss in 

some of their communal lands.  Legal counsel believes that an actionable 

claim is the result.  

 This is a collective claim that will be brought on the Bands’ behalf, 

to seek compensation for that loss without affecting the rights or                  

entitlements of individual Indigenous veterans or their descendants. 
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The claim is in the preliminary research stage. Maurice Law has retained a historical expert to provide a 

survey of the scope of the  legislations’ effects on Western Canadian reserve lands, and to identify as 

much as possible which Bands, including Ahtahkakoop, have been affected by this scheme.    

 At this point, we do not know if there is a viable claim.   We will keep membership apprised of 

any material developments in relation to this matter.  

 

Wrongful Expenditures Regarding Medical Expenses  

 Maurice Law is currently in the process of conducting preliminary research in relation to a po-

tential claim against Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, relating to the wrongful expenditures of 

medical services for the First Nation.  Under the terms of Treaty 6, the Crown promised “that a medi-

cine chest shall be kept at the house of each Indian agent for the use and benefit of the Indians at the 

direction of such agent…”  Caselaw has interpreted the medicine chest clause in Treaty 6 in a contem-

porary and inclusive manner, meaning full benefits of medicare. 

 Legal counsel is currently conducting preliminary research to determine if the Crown utilized 

monies belonging to Ahtahkakoop in the Capital or Revenue Accounts administered by the Crown to 

provide medical services to our members.  In other words, research is being  conducted to determine if 

our own money was being used by Canada to fulfill a treaty promise that they were supposed to pro-

vide.  When the   relevant documents are disclosed legal counsel will assess whether or not there is a 

basis for a claim.  They will then undertake the necessary legal research to complete a claim submission 

for filing with the Specific Claims Branch.  At this point, we do not know if there is a viable claim.   We 

will keep the membership updated on any material developments in this matter.  

Research was conducted into how much land the First Nation received versus how much land we 

should have received.  This research indicated that we were provided with 67.17 square miles or 

42,988.8 acres.  Based on the Treaty 6 formula this would be enough land for about 335.85 individuals.  

Canada agreed to proceed with the same principals of the 1992 Saskatchewan TLE Framework Agree-

ment which resulted in an additional 19 individuals (total 368) to be counted within Ahtahkakoop’s his-

toric population.   
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TLE Claim Status 

The findings of the First       Na-

tion’s research enabled 

Ahtahkakoop to formalize an 

official Treaty Land Entitlement 

claim with Canada.   Canada 

accepted Ahtahkakoop’s claim 

for negotiation in May 27th, 

2010.   

We have been in negotiations 

since that time.  The central 

issue that we have endeavored 

to resolve relates to how to  

adjust the land value in the 

1992 TLE Framework Agree-

ment to a current value that 

will be agreeable to both      

Canada and Saskatchewan.   

 

[Carmen to fill in details of de-

velopments here – perhaps a 

timeline of events?] 

Treaty Land Entitlement (“TLE”)  

What is the TLE Claim?  

 Within  the Treaty 6 territory, land was supposed to be surveyed 

for each First Nation based on a formula of one square mile per family of 

five (640 acres) or 128 acres per person. The basis by which               

Ahtahkakoop’s claim was submitted pertained to the “Date of First              

Survey” which occurred on October 14th, 1878.  The date of first survey 

is The result of this decision increased Ahtahkakoop’s acreage shortfall to 

4,115.2 acres.   

 Ahtahkakoop has been denied the use of that land for 140 years.  

To make up for the loss of use, an “equity formula” is used under the 

Framework Agreement to allow First Nations to not only acquire their 

shortfall acres, but to also acquire additional reserve lands called “equity 

acres”.  Ahtahkakoop should have received all the land it was entitled to 

in 1878 when the reserve was first surveyed.  If the 4,115.2 extra acres 

had been included at that time, there would be no outstanding TLE claim 

today. However, to simply add that acreage today would not account for 

the fact that Ahtahkakoop has been denied the use of that land for 132 

years. To make up for the loss of use, the equity formula was used under 

the Framework Agreement to allow First Nations to not only acquire 

their shortfall, but to acquire additional reserve lands called “equity 

acres”.  

 The first step in calculating the equity formula is to determine the 

percentage of the historical shortfall.  This percentage is then multiplied 

by the current population and then by 128 (the Treaty Formula) with the 

results being equity acres.  In Ahtahkakoop’s case, using a population of 

3100, the claim size using the equity formula would equate to 34,664.4 

acres.    

 Ahtahkakoop received 42,988.8 acres in 1878, but should have 

received 47,104.0 acres. We were short changed 8.736% of the land to 

which we were entitled. The current population of the First Nation is ap-

proximately 3,100.  

 Under the equity formula the percentage historical shortfall is 

then multiplied by the current population and then multiplied by 128 

(the Treaty Formula) with the results being the equity acres. 
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Formula Calculation 

Percentage historical shortfall 8.736% (4,115.2/47,104.0 is the %) x current population of 3,100 x Treaty For-

mula of 128 acres = Equity acres 

(8.736% x *3,100) x 128 = 34,664.4 Equity acres 

Note: Current population will be based on the population on the date that the parties agree.  As such it will 

not be exactly 3,100. 

  

Under the 1992 TLE Framework Agreement, compensation was calculated at a price per acre which was 

$262.19. Under the framework, there is also a mineral allowance that adds $45 per acre for shortfall acres. 

 The Province of Saskatchewan is involved because they are legally obligated to help Canada fulfill TLE’s 

because of the Natural Resources Transfer Agreement, 1930.  As a result, there is a cost-sharing agreement 

established by Canada and Saskatchewan.  

 

Next Steps  

 Since not enough Crown land is available, one of the principles of the Framework Agreement is that 

First Nations would be provided cash compensation to purchase lands on a willing-buyer/willing-seller basis.  

First Nations must purchase their shortfall acres with minerals and transfer them to reserve status (Additions 

to Reserves). They can also  purchase up to their equity acres, either with or without minerals, and have these 

lands transferred to reserve status. 

 We will be working with legal counsel to draft a trust agreement to receive the compensation in rela-

tion to the TLE claim.  Under the TLE Framework Agreement, prior to the date when we have acquired reserve 

land equal to the amount of its particular "shortfall acres", the  compensation must be deposited into a trust 

account and can only be used for the purchase of, at a minimum, land equal to the shortfall acres and have 

them converted to reserve status first or purchase up to the maximum equity acres for Ahtahkakoop.  We    

retain the option of utilizing the equity acre lands for leasing and taxation purposes. 

 After Ahtahkakoop has attained, at a minimum, its shortfall acres (and the land has been granted re-

serve status) the entitlement monies in the trust account can then be used for "band development" purposes, 

some of which will be stipulated in the Trust Agreement.  Under the Framework Agreement, “band develop-

ment” means the investment and utilization of trust monies for the purpose of business, acquisition of land, 

minerals or improvements or any project for the use, development,        advantage or benefit of Ahtahkakoop .  

 Ultimately, the final decision on how Ahtahkakoop settles its TLE claim will be made by the                      

membership. Final acceptance and ratification of any settlement must be made by a double majority vote of 

the membership. As such, it is very important for our membership to become involved, know, and understand 

our Treaty Land Entitlement processes . 
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Frequently Asked Questions:  

What is Required Input and Feedback: 

• Chief and Council are requesting feedback from its membership 

in the following areas:  

 o Composition and selection process of TLE Committee. 

 o Types of lands that should be considered in the land  

  selection process.     

• The First Nation will host informational sessions on Ahtahkakoop 

in accordance with a schedule that will be circulated once we have a    

finalized settlement agreement to share with the members.  Similar     

sessions will also be held in Saskatoon and Prince Albert.  (Dates to be 

determined).  These sessions will enable you to:   

 o Ask questions and understand how we arrived at this 

  agreement, 

 o Become familiar with the TLE Agreement and/or Trust 

  Agreement, 

 o Understand the TLE ratification process. 

• Communication and feedback through emails, social media, 

phone calls and attendance at ongoing informational sessions is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

What Types of Land can Ahtahkakoop Purchase? 

 Agricultural Lands 

 Residential Lands 

 Urban Lands ie: Saskatoon, Prince Albert 

 Mineral Rich Lands 

 Oil & Gas Lands 

 Forestry Lands 

 Traditional Lands ie: hunting, trapping, fishing, burial 
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Ahtahkakoop Claims  

Communication Strategy 

 To enhance community participation 

 Answer important questions about our future as a nation 

 Address concerns and misunderstandings 

 

1.  Confirming Ahtahkakoop members mailing addresses and contact in-

formation; 

2.  Developing a Website for Online informational access for TLE; 

3.  Newsletter and communications via mail services; 

4.  Band informational meetings;  

5.  Survey members on key areas such as design options of TLE Trust, per 

capita disbursements, types of lands to purchase;  

6. Land Acquisitions Strategy for Ahtahkakoop 

Ahtahkakoop Community Meeting 

January 17th, 2019 

4:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m 

Ahtahkakoop Band Hall 

 

Lands and Governance 

Portfolio Councilor  

Eliza Sasakamoose 

Phone: (306) 468-2326 

TLE Coordinator 

Carmen Little 

Cell: (306) 468-4064 

Email: carmen-

little@acn104.ca 

Lands and Governance 

Belinda Nelson 

Cell: (306) 930-0678  

belindanelson@acn104.ca 

Membership 

Mavis Benjamin 

Phone: (306) 468-2326 

mavisbenjamin@acn104.ca 

Band Office 

Phone: 306-468-2326 

Fax: (306) 468-2344 

Toll Free Number:                        

1-888-857-8858 

Website: http://

www.ahtahkakoop.ca 

Email tle@acn104.ca 

Contact Information What is the TLE Approval Process: 

 Acceptance or denial of the TLE Agreement will be made through 

a Ratification Vote which has not yet occurred because there has never 

been a finalized settlement agreement with Canada and the Province of 

Saskatchewan.  

 50% of the eligible electors must cast a vote in the ratification; 

and 50% plus one (1) of the total number of electors who are entitled to 

vote, must vote in favor of the TLE Agreement before it is approved.   
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